S T A T E   O F  V E R M O N T

E X E C U T I V E  D E P A R T M E N T

A    P R O C L A M A T I O N

WHEREAS, 
Joseph “Big Joe” Burrell blessed the state of Vermont for nearly three decades with his extraordinary talent as a musician, mentor, story teller, friend, US Army Show Band Veteran and legendary selfless dedication to the betterment of music and charitable organizations; and

WHEREAS, 
“Big Joe” Burrell and the Unknown Blues Band performed for a quarter century throughout Vermont for tens of thousands of ardent blues and jazz lovers, and at countless weddings, special and charitable events, leaving many with enjoyable personal memories; and

WHEREAS, 
“Big Joe” Burrell had a resounding impact on countless Vermont musicians, reinforcing their professionalism, and guiding them towards their dreams; and

WHEREAS, 
“Big Joe” Burrell brought to Vermont his innate musical talent as well as the experiences he gained working in association with Count Basie, playing with the Harlem In Cadence Army Show Band during WWII, leading his own band in the 1960’s to work with the Miller Sisters, and his performances and associations with   B.B. King, Etta James, Milt Jackson, Fred Harris, Big John Little, and so many others; and

WHEREAS, 
in 1992, “Big Joe” Burrell received the “Ambassador of Goodwill Award” from the City of Burlington for his contributions to world peace; and

WHEREAS, 
“Big Joe” Burrell was the immensely popular opener for Burlington’s Discover Jazz Festival since its inception;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, James H. Douglas, Governor do hereby proclaim June 3, 2005 as

“BIG JOE” BURRELL DAY
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in Vermont and encourage all citizens to celebrate the Discover Jazz

Festival and its opening day.

Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the State of Vermont

this 2nd day of June, A.D. 2005.

[ signed ]_________________                                  

James H. Douglas

Governor

By the Governor:

[ signed ]_______________________

Neale F. Lunderville

Secretary of Civil and Military Affairs
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