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BURLINGTON TRIBUTES IN HONOR OF BIG JOE BURRELL

In the year Two Thousand Five………………………………………………………………..

Resolved by the City Council of the City of Burlington, as follows:

That
 WHEREAS, Big Joe Burrell, one of Burlington's treasures, died peacefully on 

February 2, 2005 after a brief illness, to the great grief of all who knew and loved him; and

WHEREAS, throughout his life, Big Joe brought joy to countless audiences who were privileged to hear his musical talent, beginning during his military service when he played with the Harlem and Cadence Army Show Band throughout Italy, North Africa and the Phillippines; and

WHEREAS, upon returning to civilian life, Big Joe played in numerous clubs and with such legendary musicians as B.B. King and Count Basie, subsequently forming his own band, “The Burning Flames,” before joining a Canadian-based group called “The Hot Toddies;” and 

WHEREAS, in 1976, Burlington was blessed when Big Joe decided to make this community his home and he began playing with the popular local band, “Just Jazz,” before helping form “The Unknown Blues Band:  featuring Big Joe Burrell,” which became immensely popular, ultimately becoming one of the premier bands in Vermont until officially disbanding in 2002; and

WHEREAS, until his last illness, Big Joe could be heard every Thursday at Halvorson's Upstreet Cafe on the Burlington Marketplace leading his group, “Big Joe and Friends;” and


2
BURLINGTON TRIBUTES IN HONOR OF BIG JOE BURRELL

WHEREAS, he was known to be generous with his time and talent, particularly to those in need, playing at fundraisers for charities that are too numerous to mention; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor of the City of Burlington, the Honorable Peter Clavelle, once stated that Big Joe Burrell “owns this town;” and

WHEREAS, an enduring memory for many Burlingtonians is of Big Joe Burrell playing at the Burlington Community Boathouse during Independence Day celebrations; and

WHEREAS, it would be thus fitting and appropriate for the City of Burlington to always remember the many contributions of this adopted son through the enduring city symbol of the Boathouse; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Burlington City Council now 

designates the Burlington Community Boathouse to henceforth be known as the Big Joe 

Burrell Burlington Community Boathouse; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council supports the Mayor of Burlington 

in using discretionary monies as matching funds for a statue or other appropriate tangible remembrance in honor of Big Joe Burrell, with the Public Arts Committee in charge of the commission of such a remembrance and the City Council Parks, Arts & Culture Committee in charge of the placement at the Boathouse site; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council expresses its condolences for the loss of Big Joe Burrell to his family and friends and directs that a framed copy of this Resolution be sent by the City Clerk's Office to Big Joe's widow, Mrs. Odelia Belton-Burrell.
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